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Advance praise for

IQ A Smart History of a Failed Idea

""An up-to-date, reader-friendly account of the continuing saga of the mismeasure of women and men.""
—Howard Gardner, author of Frames of Mind and Multiple Intelligences: New Horizons

""The good news is that you won't be tested after you've read Stephen Murdoch's important new book. The
better news is that IQ: A Smart History of a Failed Idea is compelling from its first pages, and by its
conclusion, Murdoch has deftly demonstrated that in our zeal to quantify intelligence, we have needlessly
scarred—if not destroyed—the lives of millions of people who did not need an IQ score to prove their worth
in the world. IQ is first-rate narrative journalism, a book that I hope leads to necessary change.""
—Russell Martin, author of Beethoven's Hair, Picasso's War, and Out of Silence

""With fast-paced storytelling, freelance journalist Murdoch traces now ubiquitous but still controversial
attempts to measure intelligence to its origins in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. . . .
Murdoch concludes that IQ testing provides neither a reliable nor a helpful tool in understanding people's
behavior, nor can it predict their future success or failure. . . . A thoughtful overview and a welcome
reminder of the dangers of relying on such standardized tests.""
—Publishers Weekly

""Stephen Murdoch delivers a lucid and engaging chronicle of the ubiquitous and sometimes insidious use of
IQ tests. This is a fresh look at a century-old and still controversial idea—that our human potential can be
distilled down to a single test score. Murdoch's compelling account demands a reexamination of our mania
for mental measurement.""
—Paul A. Lombardo, author of Three Generations, No Imbeciles: Eugenics, the Supreme Court & Buck v.
Bell
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

The ability that you get from IQ: A Smart History of a Failed Idea is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but IQ: A Smart History of a Failed Idea giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of IQ: A Smart History of a Failed Idea instantly.

Gracie Thomas:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled IQ: A Smart History of a Failed Idea can be great book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Raymond Dahms:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important to suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this IQ: A Smart History of a Failed Idea can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Louise Fulghum:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually IQ: A Smart
History of a Failed Idea.
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