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Our children mean the world to us. They are so central to our hopes and dreams that we will do almost
anything to keep them healthy, happy, and safe. What happens, then, when a child has serious problems? In
Family Trouble, a compelling portrait of upheaval in family life, sociologist Ara Francis tells the stories of
middle-class men and women whose children face significant medical, psychological, and social challenges. 
 
Francis interviewed the mothers and fathers of children with such problems as depression, bi-polar disorder,
autism, learning disabilities, drug addiction, alcoholism, fetal alcohol syndrome, and cerebral palsy.
Children’s problems, she finds, profoundly upset the foundations of parents’ everyday lives, overturning
taken-for-granted expectations, daily routines, and personal relationships. Indeed, these problems initiated a
chain of disruption that moved through parents’ lives in domino-like fashion, culminating in a crisis
characterized by uncertainty, loneliness, guilt, grief, and anxiety. Francis looks at how mothers and fathers
often differ in their interpretation of a child’s condition, discusses the gendered nature of child rearing, and
describes how parents struggle to find effective treatments and to successfully navigate medical and
educational bureaucracies. But above all, Family Trouble examines how children’s problems disrupt middle-
class dreams of the “normal” family. It captures how children’s problems “radiate” and spill over into other
areas of parents’ lives, wreaking havoc even on their identities, leading them to reevaluate deeply held
assumptions about their own sense of self and what it means to achieve the good life.  

Engagingly written, Family Trouble offers insight to professionals and solace to parents. The book offers a
clear message to anyone in the throes of family trouble: you are in good company, and you are not as
different as you might feel...
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the
Disruption of Everyday Life. Try to make book Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems,
and the Disruption of Everyday Life as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jodie Long:

In other case, little people like to read book Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and
the Disruption of Everyday Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important any book Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the
Disruption of Everyday Life. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of
a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Terri Mitchell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Family Trouble: Middle-
Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

William Holmes:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of
Everyday Life this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was



represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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