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This is the remarkable and inspiring story—told largely in his own words— of American diplomat
Elihu Washburne, who heroically aided his countrymen and other foreign nationals when Paris was
devastated by war and revolutionin1870–71.

Elihu Washburne rose from a hardscrabble existence in New England and the Midwest to become a
congressman and diplomat. A confidante of Lincoln and Grant during the Civil War, Washburne was
appointed Minister to France by Grant in 1869, arriving in Europe shortly before the outbreak of the Franco-
Prussian War. When Bismarck ordered the Prussian army to lay siege to Paris, intent on forcing the French
to surrender, Minister Washburne—alone among major power diplomats—remained at his post, determined
to protect Americans and German nationals trapped in Paris. After the French capitulation, new horrors
struck Paris. The government was toppled by a band of violent revolutionaries, known as the Commune, who
embarked on a reign of terror that filled the streets with blood. Once again, Washburne stepped forward to
help wherever he could until the Commune collapsed and its bloody orgy ended.

During his ordeal Washburne endured cannon bombardments, brutally cold weather, dwindling food
supplies, bouts of ill health, and long separations from his family. He witnessed the plight of starving women
and children, riots in the streets, senseless executions, and countless acts of unspeakable violence and
bloodshed.

In the midst of it all, Washburne kept a remarkable personal diary that chronicled the monumental events
swirling about him. He knew he was at the center of history and was determined to record what he saw. The
diary—and letters he wrote to family and officials in Washington—provides a vivid personal account of life
during some of Paris’s darkest days. Filled with political and military insight, Washburne’s writings also
have an unmistakable charm, at times blending homespun expressions with quotations from Shakespeare and
the Bible.

Michael Hill provides essential background information and historical context to the excerpts from
Washburne’s diary and letters, which are drawn from the original manuscript sources and collected into one
volume for the first time. Through his own words, we come to know and admire Washburne as he struggles
to stay alive, perform his duty, and not let his country down. The story of Elihu Washburne is a great
American story—the tale of an American hero rising to greatness in the midst of difficult and extraordinary
times.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Elihu
Washburne: The Diary and Letters of America's Minister to France During the Siege and Commune of Paris?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Bruce Parisien:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Elihu Washburne: The Diary and Letters of
America's Minister to France During the Siege and Commune of Paris to read.

Amber Tyson:

This Elihu Washburne: The Diary and Letters of America's Minister to France During the Siege and
Commune of Paris is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this Elihu Washburne: The Diary and Letters of America's
Minister to France During the Siege and Commune of Paris can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Benjamin Herrera:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is Elihu Washburne: The Diary and Letters of America's Minister to
France During the Siege and Commune of Paris. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get



many advantages.
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