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In these four artfully crafted essays, Patrick Geary explores the way ancient and medieval authors wrote
about women. Geary describes the often marginal role women played in origin legends from antiquity until
the twelfth century.

Not confining himself to one religious tradition or region, he probes the tensions between women in biblical,
classical, and medieval myths (such as Eve, Mary, Amazons, princesses, and countesses), and actual women
in ancient and medieval societies. Using these legends as a lens through which to study patriarchal societies,
Geary chooses moments and texts that illustrate how ancient authors (all of whom were male) confronted the
place of women in their society.

Unlike other books on the subject, Women at the Beginning attempts to understand not only the place of
women in these legends, but also the ideologies of the men who wrote about them. The book concludes that
the authors of these stories were themselves struggling with ambivalence about women in their own worlds
and that this struggle manifested itself in their writings.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Kirby:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Women at the
Beginning: Origin Myths from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Beth Call:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths from
the Amazons to the Virgin Mary can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kathleen Carroll:

Precisely why? Because this Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Darren Perez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Women at the Beginning:
Origin Myths from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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