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Debates over global warming and fossil fuel dependence dominate public discussions of the environment.
For many of us, these debates are abstract because environmental problems do not yet disrupt our daily lives.
But in communities throughout the United States and around the globe, environmental activism is not a
matter of choice, it is a necessity.

 

East Liverpool, Ohio, is one of those places. Since 1993, the eastern Ohio River Valley has been home to a
massive hazardous waste incinerator. The WTI incinerator in East Liverpool burns 60,000 tons of hazardous
waste each year, has experienced dozens of accidents, and is located within 100 yards of an elementary
school. Yet, it continues to operate.

 

Toxic Burn is a gripping account of the activist movement against the imposing WTI incinerator in this
struggling rust belt town. Drawing on personal interviews with key participants as well as official
documents, Thomas Shevory tells the story of building, maintaining, and resisting the incinerator. It begins
in the 1970s with community leaders who responded to failing pottery and steel industries by proposing the
incinerator as a source of jobs and tax revenue. The incinerator’s opponents fought back, challenging EPA
permits in court. They also enlisted the support of Greenpeace and publicly called presidential hopeful Al
Gore to task for the Clinton administration’s backing of the incinerator. These activists’ efforts have not only
helped to curtail the industry’s expansion, Shevory concludes, but have also encouraged movement toward
more sustainable models of industrial production.

 

Hazardous waste disposal is a hot-button issue in many communities. By analyzing the obstacles faced by
the WTI incinerator’s opponents, as well as their victories, Toxic Burn shows that the actions of decent and
determined citizens are powerful and essential to developing new environmental models and ultimately
saving the health and lives of those in the path of potential disaster.

 

Thomas Shevory is professor of politics at Ithaca College. He is also author of Notorious H.I.V.: The Media
Spectacle of Nushawn Williams (Minnesota, 2004).
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Toxic Burn: The Grassroots
Struggle against the WTI Incinerator is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roger Cooper:

This Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Darrin Russell:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Joseph Johnson:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle
against the WTI Incinerator to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and study it. Beside that the e-book Toxic Burn: The Grassroots Struggle against the WTI Incinerator
can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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