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Hinduism has two major roots. The more familiar is the religion brought to South Asia in the second
millennium BCE by speakers of Aryan or Indo-Iranian languages, a branch of the Indo-European language
family. Another, more enigmatic, root is the Indus civilization of the third millennium BCE, which left
behind exquisitely carved seals and thousands of short inscriptions in a long-forgotten pictographic script.
Discovered in the valley of the Indus River in the early 1920s, the Indus civilization had a population
estimated at one million people, in more than 1000 settlements, several of which were cities of some 50,000
inhabitants. With an area of nearly a million square kilometers, the Indus civilization was more extensive
than the contemporaneous urban cultures of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Yet, after almost a century of
excavation and research the Indus civilization remains little understood. How might we decipher the Indus
inscriptions? What language did the Indus people speak? What deities did they worship?

Asko Parpola has spent fifty years researching the roots of Hinduism to answer these fundamental questions,
which have been debated with increasing animosity since the rise of Hindu nationalist politics in the 1980s.
In this pioneering book, he traces the archaeological route of the Indo-Iranian languages from the Aryan
homeland north of the Black Sea to Central, West, and South Asia. His new ideas on the formation of the
Vedic literature and rites and the great Hindu epics hinge on the profound impact that the invention of the
horse-drawn chariot had on Indo-Aryan religion. Parpola's comprehensive assessment of the Indus language
and religion is based on all available textual, linguistic and archaeological evidence, including West Asian
sources and the Indus script. The results affirm cultural and religious continuity to the present day and,
among many other things, shed new light on the prehistory of the key Hindu goddess Durga and her Tantric
cult.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Miller:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Roots of Hinduism: The Early Aryans and
the Indus Civilization.

Esther Watson:

The book The Roots of Hinduism: The Early Aryans and the Indus Civilization give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Roots of Hinduism: The Early Aryans and the Indus Civilization to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Roots of
Hinduism: The Early Aryans and the Indus Civilization. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Roots of Hinduism: The Early Aryans and the Indus Civilization will give you
new experience in examining a book.

Christina Bales:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is The Roots of Hinduism: The Early Aryans and the Indus Civilization this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to



understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited
all of you.
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