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Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act may have outlawed sex discrimination, but it did not address the
sexual harassment of women in the workplace behavior that courts did not deem illegal until well into the era
of the modern civil rights and women's movements. Mechelle Vinson's lawsuit against her employer, Meritor
Savings Bank v. Vinson (1986), changed all of that. Adopting the legal theory pioneered by feminist
Catharine MacKinnon that sexual harassment was indeed discriminatory, the Supreme Court's opinion,
authored by one of the most conservative justices, brought the problem of sexual harassment into the
spotlight and placed power relations between men and women at work squarely on the public agenda.

Plaintiff Vinson claimed that she had submitted to the unwanted sexual advances of her supervisor in order
to hold onto her job. Although her supervisor denied her charges and the bank he worked for disavowed any
knowledge of misbehavior, her suit finally reached the Supreme Court after six years of litigation, where a
unanimous Court determined that the creation of a "hostile work environment" through sexual harassment
was a form of sex discrimination-and that such harassment could be actionable even without economic injury
to the plaintiff.

Augustus Cochran reexamines the origins, contexts, and impact of this landmark decision and introduces
readers to the main actors in the drama: bank teller Vinson, her boss and alleged harasser, and a changing
cast of jurists. Cochran traces the case from the lower court's ruling in favor of the bank through the appellate
stage overturning that ruling to the Supreme Court's holding that sexual harassment violates Title VII. He
analyzes the decision's contentious legacy, charting the course of issues raised in the case hostile
environment, unwelcomeness, employer liability as they have played out in later cases. He also examines
new and related legal developments since 1986 and explores the opinions of those who think the laws have
gone too far, and of others who think they haven't gone far enough.

The Supreme Court's ruling has had far-reaching implications in the workplace and also influenced such
high-profile controversies as the Anita Hill-Clarence Thomas hearings, the Tailhook scandal, and the Clinton
impeachment. In telling this story, Cochran has written a definitive work on sexual harassment and the law
that will fascinate and inform all concerned with equal rights and the empowerment of women.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Emery:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Sexual Harassment and the Law: The
Mechelle Vinson Case (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Billy Migliore:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sexual Harassment and the Law: The Mechelle Vinson Case
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Wilma Tovar:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Sexual Harassment and the Law: The
Mechelle Vinson Case (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Joseph Mesta:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Sexual Harassment and the Law: The Mechelle Vinson Case
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking



way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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