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Today, the military is one the most racially diverse institutions in the United States. But for many decades
African American soldiers battled racial discrimination and segregation within its ranks. In the years after
World War II, the integration of the armed forces was a touchstone in the homefront struggle for
equality—though its importance is often overlooked in contemporary histories of the civil rights movement.
Drawing on a wide array of sources, from press reports and newspapers to organizational and presidential
archives, historian Christine Knauer recounts the conflicts surrounding black military service and the fight
for integration.

Let Us Fight as Free Men shows that, even after their service to the nation in World War II, it took the
persistent efforts of black soldiers, as well as civilian activists and government policy changes, to integrate
the military. In response to unjust treatment during and immediately after the war, African Americans pushed
for integration on the strength of their service despite the oppressive limitations they faced on the front and at
home. Pressured by civil rights activists such as A. Philip Randolph, President Harry S. Truman passed an
executive order that called for equal treatment in the military. Even so, integration took place haltingly and
was realized only after the political and strategic realities of the Korean War forced the Army to allow black
soldiers to fight alongside their white comrades. While the war pushed the civil rights struggle beyond
national boundaries, it also revealed the persistence of racial discrimination and exposed the limits of
interracial solidarity.

Let Us Fight as Free Men reveals the heated debates about the meaning of military service, manhood, and
civil rights strategies within the African American community and the United States as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Let Us Fight as Free Men: Black Soldiers and
Civil Rights (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Let Us Fight as Free Men: Black
Soldiers and Civil Rights (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Diaz:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Let Us Fight as Free Men: Black
Soldiers and Civil Rights (Politics and Culture in Modern America) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Rebecca McGrew:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Let Us Fight as Free Men: Black Soldiers and Civil Rights (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Christopher Scoville:

This Let Us Fight as Free Men: Black Soldiers and Civil Rights (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is
brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Let Us Fight as Free Men: Black Soldiers and Civil Rights (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this



book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
and knowledge.
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