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The art of portraiture approached its apex during the sixteenth century in Europe with the discovery of oil
painting when the old masters developed and refined techniques that remain unsurpassed to this day. The
ascendance of nonrepresentational art in the middle of the twentieth century displaced these venerable skills,
especially in academic art circles. Fortunately for aspiring artists today who wish to learn the methods that
allowed the Old Masters to achieve the luminous color and subtle tonalities so characteristic of their work,
this knowledge has been preserved in hundreds of small traditional painting ateliers that persevered in the old
ways in this country and throughout the world.

Coming out of this dedicated movement, Portrait Painting Atelier is an essential resource for an art
community still recovering from a time when solid instruction in art technique was unavailable in our
schools. Of particular value here is a demonstration of the Old Masters’ technique of layering paint over a
toned-ground surface, a process that builds from the transparent dark areas to the more densely painted
lights. This method unifies the entire painting, creating a beautiful glow that illuminates skin tones and softly
blends all the color tones. Readers will also find valuable instruction in paint mediums from classic oil-based
to alkyd-based, the interactive principles of composition and photograph-based composition, and the
anatomy of the human face and the key relationships among its features.

Richly illustrated with the work of preeminent masters such as Millet, Géricault, and van Gogh, as well as
some of today’s leading portrait artists—and featuring seven detailed step-by-step portrait
demonstrations—Portrait Painting Atelier is the first book in many years to so comprehensively cover the
concepts and techniques of traditional portraiture.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques
and Contemporary Applications book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Yvonne Wagner:

Often the book Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary Applications will bring
one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Portrait Painting Atelier: Old
Master Techniques and Contemporary Applications is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Betty Hood:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master
Techniques and Contemporary Applications can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Judy Brewer:

Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary Applications can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Portrait
Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques and Contemporary Applications yet doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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