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This book examines alleged “superhuman” powers predominantly associated with smith/artisans in five
African societies. It discusses their ritual and social roles, mythico-histories, symbols surrounding their art,
and changing relationships between these specialists and their patrons. Needed but also feared, these
smith/artisans work in traditionally hereditary occupations and in stratified but negotiable relationships with
their rural patron families. Many of them now also work for new customers in an expanding market
economy, which is still characterized by personal, face-to-face interactions. Rasmussen maintains that a
framework integrating anthropological theories of witchcraft, alterity, symbolism, and power is fundamental
to understanding local accusations and tensions in these relationships. She also argues that it is critical to
deconstruct and disentangle guilt, blame, and envy—concepts that are often conflated in anthropology at the
expense of falsely accused “witch” figures. The first portion of this book is an ethnographic analysis of
smith/artisans in Tuareg society, and draws on primary source data from this author’s long-term
social/cultural anthropological field research in Tuareg (Kel Tamajaq) communities of northern Niger and
Mali. The latter portion of the book is a cross-cultural comparison, and it re-analyzes the Tuareg case,
drawing on secondary data on ritual powers and smith/artisans in four other African societies: the Amhara of
Ethiopia, the Bidan (Moors) of Mauritania, the Kapsiki of Cameroon, and the Mande of southern Mali. In the
concluding analysis, there is discussion of similarities and differences between these cases, the social
consequences of ritual knowledge and power in each community, and their wider implications for
anthropology of religion, human rights, and African studies.
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From reader reviews:

Krystal Harris:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Neighbors,
Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and Beyond,
you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Jo Lee:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and
Beyond.

Ian Louviere:

The book untitled Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in
Tuareg Society and Beyond contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice read.

Louise Villanueva:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-
Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and Beyond to make your reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to



make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and
Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and Beyond can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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