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In the ante-bellum South, women from elite slaveholding families were raised to consider themselves not so
much as "women" but as "ladies," models of dependent femininity. But that ideal was to prove impossible to
maintain during the social upheaval of the Civil War, when they found themselves suddenly assuming
unaccustomed roles as workers, protectors, and providers. Through the use of hundreds of moving and
eloquent letters, memoirs, and diary excerpts, Drew Gilpin Faust, one of the foremost historians of the
American South, illuminates the lives of a wide array of Confederate women: from Lizzie Neblett, a
housewife facing a life of physical labor for the first time, to Sallie Tompkins, a Virginia aristocrat turned
military nurse, to Belle Boyd, a ruthless teenaged spy. An intensely personal work of scholarship, Mothers
of Invention gives voice to the hitherto silent half of the Confederacy's ruling class and explains how its
ethos continues to influence the lives of Southern women even today.

"A dramatically revealing study...[Faust looks] directly at the past, with a daughter's hard, steady gaze, and
with a daughter's generous heart."--New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American
Civil War. Try to stumble through book Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the
American Civil War as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Omar Stewart:

This book untitled Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American Civil War to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from
your list.

Richard Strohm:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American
Civil War why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Thomas Pilcher:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American Civil War. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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