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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile—rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight—"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the
universe"—to the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental
history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Welty:

The book Mining California: An Ecological History can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Mining California: An
Ecological History? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mining
California: An Ecological History has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

April Wages:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Mining California: An Ecological History ended up
being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book Mining California: An Ecological History is not only giving you
much more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Mining California: An Ecological
History. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jodie Kahl:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Mining California:
An Ecological History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Mining California: An Ecological History become your own
starter.

Sandra Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Mining California: An Ecological History why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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