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In the seventeenth century, Florence was the splendid capital of the Medici Grand Dukedom of Tuscany.
Meanwhile, the Jews in its tiny Ghetto struggled to earn a living by any possible means, especially loan-
sharking, rag-picking and second-hand dealing. They were viewed as an uncanny people with rare
supernatural powers, and Benedetto Blanis—a businessman and aspiring scholar from a distinguished Ghetto
dynasty—sought to parlay his alleged mastery of astrology, alchemy and Kabbalah into a grand position at
the Medici Court. He won the patronage of Don Giovanni dei Medici, a scion of the ruling family, and for
six tumultuous years their lives were inextricably linked.

Edward Goldberg reveals the dramas of daily life behind the scenes in the Pitti Palace and in the narrow
byways of the Florentine Ghetto, using thousands of new documents from the Medici Granducal Archive. He
shows that truth—especially historical truth—can be stranger than fiction, when viewed through the eyes of
the people most immediately involved.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Christensen:

Often the book Jews and Magic in Medici Florence: The Secret World of Benedetto Blanis (Toronto Italian
Studies) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Jews and
Magic in Medici Florence: The Secret World of Benedetto Blanis (Toronto Italian Studies) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Brian Kelley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Jews and Magic in Medici Florence: The Secret World of Benedetto Blanis (Toronto Italian Studies) the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Jews and Magic in Medici Florence: The
Secret World of Benedetto Blanis (Toronto Italian Studies) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Robert Stewart:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Jews and Magic in Medici Florence: The Secret World of Benedetto Blanis
(Toronto Italian Studies) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Frances York:

You may get this Jews and Magic in Medici Florence: The Secret World of Benedetto Blanis (Toronto
Italian Studies) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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