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 Ask a scientist about Hollywood, and you’ll probably get eye rolls. But ask someone in Hollywood about
science, and they’ll see dollar signs: moviemakers know that science can be the source of great stories, with
all the drama and action that blockbusters require.

 

That’s a huge mistake, says Randy Olson: Hollywood has a lot to teach scientists about how to tell a
story—and, ultimately, how to do science better. With Houston, We Have a Narrative, he lays out a
stunningly simple method for turning the dull into the dramatic. Drawing on his unique background, which
saw him leave his job as a working scientist to launch a career as a filmmaker, Olson first diagnoses the
problem: When scientists tell us about their work, they pile one moment and one detail atop another moment
and another detail—a stultifying procession of “and, and, and.” What we need instead is an understanding of
the basic elements of story, the narrative structures that our brains are all but hardwired to look for—which
Olson boils down, brilliantly, to “And, But, Therefore,” or ABT. At a stroke, the ABT approach introduces
momentum (“And”), conflict (“But”), and resolution (“Therefore”)—the fundamental building blocks of
story. As Olson has shown by leading countless workshops worldwide, when scientists’ eyes are opened to
ABT, the effect is staggering: suddenly, they’re not just talking about their work—they’re telling stories
about it. And audiences are captivated.

 

Written with an uncommon verve and enthusiasm, and built on principles that are applicable to fields far
beyond science, Houston, We Have a Narrative has the power to transform the way science is understood
and appreciated, and ultimately how it’s done.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Eckert:

The book Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Houston, We
Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Loretta Jones:

The publication untitled Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs
Story from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mark Brainerd:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story this book consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Gloria Engstrom:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very important
in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Houston, We Have a Narrative:
Why Science Needs Story.
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