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Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun (1755-1842) was an enormously successful painter, a favorite portraitist of Marie-
Antoinette, and one of the few women accepted into the Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. In
accounts of her role as an artist, she was simultaneously flattered as a charming woman and vilified as
monstrously unfeminine.

In The Exceptional Woman, Mary D. Sheriff uses Vigée-Lebrun's career to explore the contradictory position
of "woman-artist" in the moral, philosophical, professional, and medical debates about women in eighteenth-
century France. Paying particular attention to painted and textual self-portraits, Sheriff shows how Vigée-
Lebrun's images and memoirs undermined the assumptions about "woman" and the strictures imposed on
women.

Engaging ancien-régime philosophy, as well as modern feminism, psychoanalysis, literary theory, and art
criticism, Sheriff's interpretations of Vigée-Lebrun's paintings challenge us to rethink the work and the world
of this controversial woman artist.
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From reader reviews:

Clarice Johnson:

The book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and
the Cultural Politics of Art has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Billy Anderson:

The knowledge that you get from The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics
of Art will be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Exceptional Woman:
Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural
Politics of Art instantly.

Casey Russell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Exceptional Woman:
Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Donald Oakes:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-
Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth



Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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