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Throughout his literary work Goethe portrays characters who defy and reject 18th and 19th century ideals of
aristocratic and civil families, notions of heritage, assumptions about biological connections, expectations
about heterosexuality, and legal mandates concerning marriage. The questions Goethe's plays and novels
pose are often modern and challenging: Do socia conventions, family expectations, and legal mandates
matter? Can two men or two women pair together and be parents? How many partners or parents should
there be? Two? One? A group? Can parents love children not biologically related to them? Do biological
parents always love their children? What is the nature of adoptive parents, children, and families?
Ultimately, what is the fundamental essence of love and family?

Gustafson demonstrates that Goethe's conception of the elective affinitiesis certainly not limited to
heterosexual spouses or occasionally to men desiring men. A close analysis of Goethe's explication of
affinities throughout his literary production reveals his rejection of loveless relationships (for example,
arranged marriages) and his acceptance and promotion of all relationships formed through spontaneous
affinities and love (including heterosexual, same-sex, nonexclusive, group, parental, and adoptive).
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From reader reviews:
Chad Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies)
book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer of Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies) content conveys
the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking Goethe's Families of the Heart (New
Directions in German Studies) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Chad Davis:

This Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Goethe's Families of the Heart (New
Directions in German Studies) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directionsin
German Studies) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lionel Huggins:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directions in German
Studies) can be excellent book to read. May beiit isusualy best activity to you.

Donald Purcdll:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directionsin German Studies).
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