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This is a gripping medical narrative that brings readers into the complex world of newborn intensive care,
where brilliant but imperfect doctors do all they can to coax life into their tiny, injured patients. Dr. Adam
Wolfberg--journalist, physician specializing in high-risk pregnancies, and father to a child born weighing
under two pounds--describes his daughter Larissa's precipitous birth at six months, which left her tenuously
hanging on to life in an incubator. Ultrasound had diagnosed a devastating hemorrhage in her brain that
doctors reasoned would give her only a 50 percent chance of having a normal IQ. With the knowledge that
their daughter could be severely impaired for life, Adam and his wife, Kelly, consider whether to take
Larissa off life-support.

As they make decisions about live-saving care in the first hours of a premature infant's life, doctors and
parents must grapple with profound ethical and scientific questions: Who should be saved? How
aggressively should doctors try to salvage the life of a premature baby, who may be severely neurologically
and physically impaired? What will that child's quality of life be like after millions of dollars are spent
saving him or her? Wolfberg explores the fits and starts of physicians, government policy makers, and
lawyers who have struggled over the years to figure out the best way to make these wrenching decisions. 

Through Larissa's early hospital course and the struggle to decide what is best for her, Wolfberg examines
the limitations of newborn intensive-care medicine, neuroplasticity, and decision making at the beginning of
life.  Featuring high-profile scientific topics and explanatory medical reporting, this is the first book to
explore the profound emotional and ethical issues raised by advancing technology that allows us to save the
lives of increasingly undeveloped preemies.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Lowery:

The book with title Fragile Beginnings: Discoveries and Triumphs in the Newborn ICU (Harvard Health
Publications Book) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Melvin Robinson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Fragile Beginnings: Discoveries and Triumphs in
the Newborn ICU (Harvard Health Publications Book), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jeremy Quick:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Fragile Beginnings: Discoveries and Triumphs in the Newborn ICU
(Harvard Health Publications Book). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Craig Rushing:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Fragile Beginnings: Discoveries and Triumphs in the
Newborn ICU (Harvard Health Publications Book) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Fragile Beginnings: Discoveries and Triumphs in the Newborn ICU (Harvard Health
Publications Book) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try
to like reading in which.
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