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Speech act theory has taught us "how to do things with words." Arresting Language turnsits attention in the
opposite direction—toward the surprising things that language can undo and leave undone. In the eight
essays of thisvolume, arresting language is seen as language at rest, words no longer in service to the project
of establishing conventions or instituting legal regimes. Concentrating on both widely known and seldom-
read texts from avariety of philosophers, writers, and critics—from Leibniz and Mendel ssohn, through
Kleist and Hebel, to Benjamin and Irigaray—the book analyzes the genesis and structure of interruption, a
topic of growing interest to contemporary literary studies, continental philosophy, legal studies, and
theological reflection.

Beginning with an exposition of Holderlin's rigorous account of interruption in terms of the "pure word," in
which the event of representation alone appears, Arresting Language identifies critical momentsin
philosophical and literary texts during which language itself—without any identifiable speaker—arrests
otherwise continuous processes and procedures, including the process of representation and the procedures
for itslegitimization. The book then investigates a series of pure words: the fatal verdict (arrét) of divine
wisdom in Leibniz, the performance of Jewish ceremonial practicesin Mendelssohn, the issuing of
unauthorized arrest warrants in Kleist, fraudulent acts of storytelling in Hebel, the eruption of tragic silence
and the "mass strike" in Benjamin, and the recurrence of angelic intervention in Irigaray.

At the center of thisvolumeis a detailed explication of Benjamin's effort to transform Husserl's program for
aphenomenological epoche into a paradoxically nonprogrammatic, paradisal epoche, by means of which the
structure of paradise can be exactly outlined and the Messianic moment—as the ultimate event of arresting
language—can at last appear to enter into its own.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin.

Elmer Pereira:

The book Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Arresting
Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like
wide open and read areserve Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ignacio Lewis:

This Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this book

incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. That
Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin without we recognize teach the one who studying it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Arresting Language: From Leibniz to
Benjamin can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin
having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

William Walker:

The reason why? Because this Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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