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Marxism’s collapse in the twentieth century profoundly altered the style and substance of Western European
radical thought. To build a more robust form of democratic theory and action, prominent theorists moved to
reject revolution, abandon class for more fragmented models of social action, and elevate the political over
the social. Acknowledging the constructedness of society and politics, they chose the “symbolic” as a
concept powerful enough to reinvent leftist thought outside a Marxist framework. Following Maurice
Merleau-Ponty’s Adventures of the Dialectic, which reassessed philosophical Marxism at mid century,
Warren Breckman critically revisits these thrilling experiments in the aftermath of Marxism. The post-
Marxist idea of the symbolic is dynamic and complex, uncannily echoing the early German Romantics, who
first advanced a modern conception of symbolism and the symbolic. Hegel and Marx denounced the
Romantics for their otherworldly and nebulous posture, yet post-Marxist thinkers appreciated the rich
potential of the ambiguities and paradoxes the Romantics first recognized. Mapping different ideas of the
symbolic among contemporary thinkers, Breckman traces a fascinating reflection of Romantic themes and
resonances, and he explores in depth the effort to reconcile a radical and democratic political agenda with a
politics that does not privilege materialist understandings of the social. Engaging with the work of Claude
Lévi-Strauss, Cornelius Castoriadis, Claude Lefort, Marcel Gauchet, Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Mouffe, and
Slavoj Žižek, Breckman uniquely situates these important theorists within two hundred years of European
thought and extends their profound relevance to today’s political activism.
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From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Adventures of the Symbolic:
Postmarxism and Democratic Theory will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Bertha Underwood:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Adventures of the Symbolic: Postmarxism and
Democratic Theory as the daily resource information.

Louise Hawkins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Adventures of the Symbolic: Postmarxism and Democratic Theory.

Amy Tharp:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Adventures of the Symbolic: Postmarxism and
Democratic Theory or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Adventures of the Symbolic: Postmarxism and Democratic Theory to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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