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A cultural “biography” of Robert Frost’s beloved poem, arguably the most popular piece of literature
written by an American

“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood . . .” One hundred years after its first publication in August 1915,
Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” is so ubiquitous that it’s easy to forget that it is, in fact, a poem.
Yet poetry it is, and Frost’s immortal lines remain unbelievably popular. And yet in spite of this devotion,
almost everyone gets the poem hopelessly wrong.
 

David Orr’s The Road Not Taken dives directly into the controversy, illuminating the poem’s enduring
greatness while revealing its mystifying contradictions. Widely admired as the poetry columnist for The New
York Times Book Review, Orr is the perfect guide for lay readers and experts alike. Orr offers a lively look at
the poem’s cultural influence, its artistic complexity, and its historical journey from the margins of the First
World War all the way to its canonical place today as a true masterpiece of American literature.
 

“The Road Not Taken” seems straightforward: a nameless traveler is faced with a choice: two paths forward,
with only one to walk. And everyone remembers the traveler taking “the one less traveled by, / And that has
made all the difference.” But for a century readers and critics have fought bitterly over what the poem really
says. Is it a paean to triumphant self-assertion, where an individual boldly chooses to live outside
conformity? Or a biting commentary on human self-deception, where a person chooses between identical
roads and yet later romanticizes the decision as life altering?

What Orr artfully reveals is that the poem speaks to both of these impulses, and all the possibilities that lie
between them. The poem gives us a portrait of choice without making a decision itself. And in this, “The
Road Not Taken” is distinctively American, for the United States is the country of choice in all its
ambiguous splendor.

Published for the poem’s centennial—along with a new Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition of Frost’s poems,
edited and introduced by Orr himself—The Road Not Taken is a treasure for all readers, a triumph of artistic
exploration and cultural investigation that sings with its own unforgettably poetic voice.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All
people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do in which. It said
that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone
Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong to read.

Michelle Dewees:

Here thing why this particular The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and
Almost Everyone Gets Wrong are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book
that similar with The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone
Gets Wrong. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and
Almost Everyone Gets Wrong in e-book can be your choice.

Donald Lewis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem Everyone Loves and
Almost Everyone Gets Wrong can make you experience more interested to read.

Yolanda Matlock:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the
Poem Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill



of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Road Not Taken: Finding America in the Poem
Everyone Loves and Almost Everyone Gets Wrong can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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