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The image of the addict in popular culture combines victimhood and moral failure; we sympathize with
addicts in films and novels because of their suffering and their hard-won knowledge. And yet actual
scientific knowledge about addiction tends to undermine this cultural construct. In What Is Addiction?,
leading addiction researchers from neuroscience, psychology, genetics, philosophy, economics, and other
fields survey the latest findings in addiction science. They discuss such questions as whether addiction is one
kind of condition, or several; if addiction is neurophysiological, psychological, or social, or incorporates
aspects of all of these; to what extent addicts are responsible for their problems, and how this affects health
and regulatory policies; and whether addiction is determined by inheritance or environment or both. The
chapter authors discuss the possibility of a unifying basis for different addictions (considering both substance
addiction and pathological gambling), offering both neurally and neuroscientifically grounded accounts as
well as discussions of the social context of addiction. There can be no definitive answer yet to the question
posed by the title of this book; but these essays demonstrate a sweeping advance over the simplistic
conception embedded in popular culture.

Contributors: George Ainslie, Jennifer D. Bellegarde, Warren K. Bickel, Jennifer Bramen, Karen O.
Brandon, Arthur Brody, Peter Collins, Jack Darkes, Mark S. Goldman, Gene M. Heyman, Harold Kincaid,
Edythe D. London, James MacKillop, Traci Man, Neil Manson, John E. McGeary, John R. Monterosso, Ben
Murrell, Nancy M. Petry, Marc N. Potenza, Howard Rachlin, Lara A. Ray, A. David Redish, Richard R.
Reich, Don Ross, Timothy Schroeder, David Spurrett, Jackie Sullivan, Golnaz Tabibni, Andrew Ward,
Richard Yi
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book What Is Addiction? (MIT Press) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Santa McNabb:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The What Is
Addiction? (MIT Press) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Richard Forbes:

This What Is Addiction? (MIT Press) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having little digest in reading this What Is Addiction? (MIT Press) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books create
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Shane Dagostino:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That What Is Addiction? (MIT Press) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have What Is Addiction? (MIT Press).
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