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The Oatman massacre is among the most famous and dramatic captivity stories in the history of the
Southwest. In this riveting account, Brian McGinty explores the background, development, and aftermath of
the tragedy.

Roys Oatman, a dissident Mormon, led his family of nine and a few other families from their homes in
Illinois on a journey west, believing a prophecy that they would find the fertile “Land of Bashan” at the
confluence of the Gila and Colorado Rivers. On February 18, 1851, a band of southwestern Indians attacked
the family on a cliff overlooking the Gila River in present-day Arizona. All but three members of the family
were killed. The attackers took thirteen-year-old Olive and eight-year-old Mary Ann captive and left their
wounded fourteen-year-old brother Lorenzo for dead.

Although Mary Ann did not survive, Olive lived to be rescued and reunited with her brother at Fort Yuma.

On Olive’s return to white society in 1857, Royal B. Stratton published a book that sensationalized the story,
and Olive herself went on lecture tours, telling of her experiences and thrilling audiences with her Mohave
chin tattoos.

Ridding the legendary tale of its anti-Indian bias and questioning the historic notion that the Oatmans’
attackers were Apaches, McGinty explores the extent to which Mary Ann and Olive may have adapted to life
among the Mohaves and charts Olive’s eight years of touring and talking about her ordeal.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Here thing why that The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-
book that similar with The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival in e-book can be your option.

Charlie Bowers:

The book The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert
Captivity and Survival is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Elizabeth Hart:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book features high quality.

Martin Solomon:

The book untitled The Oatman Massacre: A Tale of Desert Captivity and Survival contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to



order it. Have a nice go through.
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