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How did thousands of Chinese migrants end up working alongside African Americans in Louisiana after the
Civil War? With the stories of these workers, Coolies and Cane advances an interpretation of emancipation
that moves beyond U.S. borders and the black-white racial dynamic. Tracing American ideas of Asian labor
to the sugar plantations of the Caribbean, Moon-Ho Jung argues that the racial formation of "coolies" in
American culture and law played a pivotal role in reconstructing concepts of race, nation, and citizenship in
the United States.

Jung examines how coolies appeared in major U.S. political debates on race, labor, and immigration between
the 1830s and 1880s. He finds that racial notions of coolies were articulated in many, often contradictory,
ways. They could mark the progress of freedom; they could also symbolize the barbarism of slavery.
Welcomed and rejected as neither black nor white, coolies emerged recurrently as both the salvation of the
fracturing and reuniting nation and the scourge of American civilization.

Based on extensive archival research, this study makes sense of these contradictions to reveal how American
impulses to recruit and exclude coolies enabled and justified a series of historical transitions: from slave-
trade laws to racially coded immigration laws, from a slaveholding nation to a "nation of immigrants," and
from a continental empire of manifest destiny to a liberating empire across the seas.

Combining political, cultural, and social history, Coolies and Cane is a compelling study of race,
Reconstruction, and Asian American history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

With other case, little persons like to read book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of
Emancipation. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Ernest Villa:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation as the
daily resource information.

Steve Pratt:

The particular book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Augustus Chase:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and
Sugar in the Age of Emancipation publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation as good book not merely by
the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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