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In a time when psychologists are rediscovering Darwin, and much of our social behavioral is being reduced
to ancient, hard-wired patterns, Michael Kimmel's history of manhood in America comes as a much needed
reminder that our behavior as men and women is anything but stable and fixed. Kimmel's authoritative,
entertaining, and wide-ranging history of men in America demonstrates that manhood has meant very
different things in different eras. Drawing on advice books, magazines, political pamphlets, and popular
novels and films, he makes two surprising claims: First, manhood is homosocial - that is, men need to prove
themselves to each other, not to women. Second, definitions of manliness have evolved in response to
women's movements. When women act, men react. Originally, manliness was an internal virtue and a
democratic ideal - British men were viewed as fops, and American men had to be independent, honest, and
responsible. By the 1890s, however, manhood changed to masculinity, something that had to be constantly
proven through the new explosion of sports, fraternities, and fashion. Finally, in 1936, Lewis Terman, the
creator of the IQ test, developed an "M-F" test to analyze adolescents' masculinity and femininity. Until well
into the 1960s, the test penalized boys who preferred to draw flowers instead of forests, or who knew that a
teacup was used for drinking tea. But just as Terman's categories and questions seem outdated to us, so will
our own standards seem temporary to our successors.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Manhood in America. Try to face the book Manhood in America as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Alfred Leahy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Manhood in America is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Cheryl Reese:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Manhood in America, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Barbara Norwood:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Manhood in America can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.
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