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Considered by many scholars the finest extant Mexican codex and one of the most important original sources
for the study of pre-Columbian religion, the Codex Borgia is a work of profound beauty, filled with strange
and evocative images related to calendrical, cosmological, ritual, and divinatory matters. Generally similar to
such Mixtec manuscripts as the Codex Nuttall, the Codex Borgia is thought to have its origin (ca. A.D. 1400)
in the southern central highlands of Mexico, perhaps in Puebla or Oaxaca. It is most probably a religious
document that once belonged to a temple or sacred shrine.
One use of the Codex many have been to divine the future, for it includes ritual 260 day calendars, material
on aspects of the planet Venus, and a sort of numerological prognostic of the lives of wedded couples.
Another section concerns various regions of the world and the supernatural characters and attributes of those
regions. Also described are the characteristics of a number of deities, while still other passages relate to
installation ceremonies of rulers in pre-Columbian kingdoms.
Until the publication of this Dover edition, the Codex Borgia has been largely inaccessible to the general
public. The priceless original is in the Vatican Library and previous photographic facsimiles are very rare or
very expensive or both. Moreover, the original Codex has been damaged over the centuries, resulting in the
obscuration and loss of many images. In order to recapture the beauty and grandeur of the original, Gisele
Diaz and Alan Rodgers have painstakingly restored the Codex by hand— a seven-year project — employing
the most scrupulous research and restoration techniques. The result is 76 large full-color plates of vibrant,
striking depictions of gods, kings, warriors, mythical creatures, and mysterious abstract designs — a vivid
panorama that offers profound insights into pre-Columbian Mexican myth and ritual. Now students,
anthropologists, lovers of fine art and rare books — anyone interested in the art and culture of ancient
Mexico — can study the Codex Borgia in this inexpensive, accurate, well-made edition. An informative
introduction by noted anthropologist Bruce E. Byland places the Codex in its historical context and helps
elucidate its meaning and significance.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Nava:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this The Codex Borgia: A Full-Color Restoration of the Ancient Mexican Manuscript (Dover Fine
Art, History of Art), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Banks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Codex Borgia: A
Full-Color Restoration of the Ancient Mexican Manuscript (Dover Fine Art, History of Art).

Dale Burt:

This The Codex Borgia: A Full-Color Restoration of the Ancient Mexican Manuscript (Dover Fine Art,
History of Art) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Codex Borgia: A Full-
Color Restoration of the Ancient Mexican Manuscript (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Darlene Beaudoin:

The book untitled The Codex Borgia: A Full-Color Restoration of the Ancient Mexican Manuscript (Dover
Fine Art, History of Art) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy



approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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