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February 12, 2009, will mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of two of the most extraordinary and
influential men in recent history — Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin. While the coincidence of these
two men being born on exactly the same day might fill astrologers with glee, further reflection pointsto
many parallels and intersectionsin their lives. In this unique approach to history and biography, historian
David R. Contosta examines the lives and careers of Lincoln (the political rebel) and Darwin (the scientific
rebel), and notes many surprising and illuminating points of comparison.

Contosta points out that despite obvious differences — one born to a poorly educated, impoverished family
on the American frontier, the other to a wealthy and prominent English family; one largely self-taught, the
other with a degree from Cambridge; one a politician seeking the crowd’ s approval, the other areclusive
scientist—there are striking similarities between these seemingly disparate individuals. Both Lincoln and
Darwin:

Lost their mothersin childhood and later lost beloved children at young ages.

Had strained relations with their fathers.

Went through years of searching for adirection to their lives.

Struggled with religious doubt.

Were |atter-day sons of the Enlightenment who elevated reason over religious revelation.

Suffered from severe bouts of depression.

Were ambitious as well as patient, with sure and steady mental powers rather than quick minds.
Possessed an excellent sense of pacing that allowed them to wait until the time was ripe for their ideas and
leadership.

Contosta makes a compelling case that by studying the similarities (along with the differences) between
these two giants of history we are able to understand each man better than by examining their livesin
isolation. This approach also affords many insights into the factors that impel special individualsto lead
great paradigm shifts.

Today, as American society still strugglesto come to grips with the impact of racial integration and

controversies over the teaching of evolution, it is more important than ever to understand how two
nineteenth-century men with revolutionary ideas hel ped to shape the present.
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From reader reviews:
James Stover:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin
book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to giveto
you. The writer regarding Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you still thinking Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary
Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

George Marsh:

The reserve untitled Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin isthe
reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
aperson. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did alot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln &
Charles Darwin from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kendrick Mills:

Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin however doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucia contemplating.

Alissa Sowell:

This Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin is new way for you who
has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Rebel Giants: The Revolutionary Lives of Abraham Lincoln & Charles Darwin can be the light food for you
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,



don't missthis! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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