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A monumental biography of the subcontinent from the award-winning author of The World IsWhat It Is: The
Authorized Biography of V. S Naipaul.

Second only to Chinain the magnitude of its economic miracle and second to none in its potential to shape
the new century, Indiais fast undergoing one of the most momentous transformations the world has ever
seen. In this dazzlingly panoramic book, Patrick French chronicles that epic change, telling human stories to
explain alarger national narrative.

Melding on-the-ground reports with a deep knowledge of history, French exposes the cultural foundations of
Indias political, economic and social complexities. He reveal s how a nation identified with some of the most
wretched poverty on earth has simultaneously developed an envied culture of entrepreneurship (here are
storieslike that of C. K. Ranganathan, who trudged the streets of Cuddalore in the 1980s selling sample
packets of shampoo and now employs more than one thousand people). And even more remarkably, French
shows how, despite the ancient and persistent traditions of caste, as well as a mind-boggling number of
ethnicities and languages, India has neverthel ess managed to cohere, evolving into the world's largest
democracy, largely fulfilling Jawaharlal Nehru's dream of a secular liberal order.

French'sinquiry goesto the heart of all the puzzlements that modern India presents: Is this country actually
rich or poor? Why has its Muslim population, the second largest on earth, resisted radicalization to such a
considerable extent? Why do so many children of Indians who have succeeded in the West want to return
"home," despite never having lived in India? Will Indiabecome a natural ally of the West, a geostrategic
counterweight to theilliberal rising powers China and Russia? To find the answers, French seeks out an
astonishing range of characters: from Maoist revolutionaries to Mafia dons, from chained quarry laborersto
self-made billionaires. And he delvesinto the personal lives of the palitical elite, including the Italian-born
Sonia Gandhi, one of the most powerful women in the world.

With afamiliarity and insight few Westerners could approach, Patrick French provides avital corrective to
the many outdated notions about a uniquely dynamic and consequential nation. HisIndia is athrilling
revelation.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Stclair:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read abook called India: A
Portrait? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Casey Larsen:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specificaly thisIndia: A Portrait book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

L ee Parkin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title India: A Portrait
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled
India: A Portraitis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired alot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Michael Gage:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book India: A Portrait we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be cresative people? To become
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life with this book India: A Portrait. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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