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From the ancient Egyptian inventors of the love lyric to contemporary poets, Bending the Bow: An Anthology
of African Love Poetry gathers together both written and sung love poetry from Africa.

         This anthology is a work of literary archaeology that lays bare a genre of African poetry that has been
overshadowed by political poetry. Frank Chipasula has assembled a historically and geographically
comprehensive wealth of African love poetry that spans more than three thousand years. By collecting a
continent’s celebrations and explorations of the nature of love, he expands African literature into the sublime
territory of the heart.

            Bending the Bow traces the development of African love poetry from antiquity to modernity while
establishing a cross-millennial dialogue. The anonymously written love poems fromPharaonic Egypt that
open the anthology both predate Biblical love poetry and reveal the longevity of written love poetry in
Africa. The middle section is devoted to sung love poetry from all regions of the continent. These great
works serve as the foundation for modern poetry and testify to love poetry’s omnipresence in Africa. The
final section, showcasing forty-eight modern African poets, celebrates the genre’s continuing vitality.
Among those represented are Muyaka bin Hajji and Shaaban Robert,two major Swahili poets; Gabriel Okara,
the innovative though underrated Nigerian poet; Léopold Sédar Senghor, the first president of Senegal and a
founder of the Negritude Movement in francophone African literature; Rashidah Ismaili from Benin; Flavien
Ranaivo from Madagascar; and Gabeba Baderoon from South Africa. 

            Ranging from the subtly suggestive to the openly erotic, this collection highlights love’s endurance in
a world too often riven by contention. Bending the Bow bears testimony to poetry’s role as conciliator while
opening up a new area of study for scholars and students.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard Series in
Poetry) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer regarding Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard
Series in Poetry) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Bending the Bow: An
Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Doris Blair:

This Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) is brand new
way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.

Maria Holder:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard
Series in Poetry) can make you experience more interested to read.

Jason Buckley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will



filled update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Bending the Bow: An Anthology of African Love Poetry (Crab Orchard
Series in Poetry) when you required it?
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