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Bertrand Russell’s professional philosophical reputation rests mainly on his mathematical logic and theory of
knowledge. In this study, first published in 1985, however, Kenneth Blackwell considers Russell’s writings
on ethics and metaethics and uncovers the conceptual unity in Russell’s normative ethic. He traces that unity
to the influence of Spinoza’s central ethical concept, the ‘intellectual love of God’, and then evaluates the
ethic which he terms ‘impersonal self-enlargement’.

The introduction discusses the metaethical background to Russell’s ethic and the difficulties inherent in
Russell’s view that ethical knowledge is not possible. The first section then examines Russell’s writings on
Spinoza from 1894 to 1964, dividing them into three periods, the second part analyzes Russell’s two
interpretations of the main concept, traces 'impersonal self-enlargement' in Russell’s own ethical writings,
and evaluates the ethic in relation to other ethical theories and on its own merits as a ‘way of living’.

This book provides a foundation for a positive re-evaluation of Russell’s status in the major philosophical
field of ethics and will be welcomed by students of moral philosophy as well as those interested in Bertrand
Russell’s works.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Livingston:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Spinozistic Ethics of
Bertrand Russell (Routledge Library Editions: Russell)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Crystal Parrish:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Spinozistic Ethics of
Bertrand Russell (Routledge Library Editions: Russell) book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Paul Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell (Routledge Library Editions: Russell), it is possible to tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Roy Taylor:

The e-book untitled The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell (Routledge Library Editions: Russell) is the
guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell (Routledge
Library Editions: Russell) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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