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Considers the work of nineteenth-century theologian Ibrahim al- B?j?r? and contests the notion of
intellectual decline in Islamic thought from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

This is a rare study of a late premodern Islamic thinker, Ibrahim al- B?j?r?, a nineteenth-century scholar and
rector of Cairo’s al-Azhar University. Aaron Spevack explores al- B?j?r?’s legal, theological, and mystical
thought, highlighting its originality and vibrancy in relation to the millennium of scholarship that preceded
and informed it, and also detailing its continuing legacy. The book makes a case for the normativity of the
Gabrielian Paradigm, the study of law, rational theology, and Sufism, in the person of al- B?j?r?. Soon after
his death in 1860, this typical pattern of scholarship would face significant challenges from modernists,
reformers, and fundamentalists. Spevack challenges beliefs that rational theology, syllogistic logic, and
Sufism were not part of the predominant conception of orthodox scholarship and shows this scholarly
archetype has not disappeared as an ideal. In addition, the book contests prevailing beliefs in academic and
Muslim circles about intellectual decline from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

“Spevack’s trailblazing book is a lucid survey and deep analysis of the works and ideas of al-B?j?r?.
Spevack shows precisely how al-B?j?r? served as an ‘archetypal’ Sunn? scholar. In the process, he succeeds
in evoking the subtlety, sophistication, and dynamism of the postclassical Islamic traditions of theology,
mysticism, and jurisprudence.” — Robert Wisnovsky, McGill University

“Here is a readable and comprehensive introduction to the intellectual production of one of the last giants of
the Sunn? legal tradition in the nineteenth century. Sensitive to the scholar’s strong affiliation with a
millennium-long tradition, this introduction will be appreciated by seasoned scholars and newcomers alike.”
— Ahmad Atif Ahmad, University of California, Santa Barbara

“Spevack’s book is an important corrective to Eurocentric narratives of the nineteenth century that focus
solely on Islamic thinkers whose main concern is with European ‘modernity’ and its challenges while
breezily ignoring the continuing tradition of madrasah scholarship in the modern period.” — Khaled El-
Rouayheb, Harvard University
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From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

This The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and
Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in
the Synthesis of al-Bajuri can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Archetypal Sunni
Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Carol Pyles:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and
Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Edna Dixon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine. The
Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Bernadine Parker:

You can get this The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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