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In the late nineteenth century, the Brazilian army staged several campaigns against the settlement of Canudos
in northeastern Brazil. The colony’s residents, primarily disenfranchised former slaves, mestizos, landless
farmers, and uprooted Indians, followed a man known as Antonio Conselheiro (“The Counselor”), who
promoted a communal existence, free of taxes and oppression. To the fledgling republic of Brazil, the
settlement represented a threat to their system of government, which had only recently been freed from
monarchy. Estimates of the death toll at Canudos range from fifteen thousand to thirty thousand.

Sentencing Canudos offers an original perspective on the hegemonic intellectual discourse surrounding this
monumental event in Brazilian history. In her study, Adriana Michele Campos Johnson offers a close
examination of nation building and the silencing of “other” voices through the reinvisioning of history.
Looking primarily to Euclides da Cunha’s Os Sertões, which has become the defining—and nearly
exclusive—account of the conflict, she maintains that the events and people of Canudos have been
“sentenced” to history by this work. Johnson investigates other accounts of Canudos such as local oral
histories, letters, newspaper articles, and the writings of Cunha’s contemporaries, Afonso Arinos and Manoel
Benício, in order to strip away political agendas. She also seeks to place the inhabitants and events of
Canudos within the realm of “everydayness” by recalling aspects of daily life that have been left out of
official histories.

Johnson analyzes the role of intellectuals in the process of culture and state formation and the ensuing
sublimation of subaltern histories and populations. She echoes recent scholarship that posits subalternity as
the product of discourse that must be disputed in order to recover cultural identities and offers a view of
Canudos and postcolonial Latin America as a place to think from, not about.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Walker:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Sentencing Canudos:
Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Maureen Daniels:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in
the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) as good book not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Louise Villanueva:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the
Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Blanche Dobos:

This Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) is new way for you
who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this
Sentencing Canudos: Subalternity in the Backlands of Brazil (Pitt Illuminations) can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading
a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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