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Franklin Roosevelt was the first great hero of American Jews. FDR's promise of economic and social justice
was consonant with the mainstays of Jewish culture and with the ethos of the Old Testament and the
prophets. And of course these themes were especially resonant during the desperate days of the Great
Depression.

The Jews who so deeply admired Roosevelt made up the richest, most influential Jewish community in the
world, leaders in government, commerce, and the arts. Yet by the time Franklin Roosevelt died in office, six
million European Jews had been murdered by the Nazis while neither FDR nor American Jews lifted much
more than a finger to help them. How did the president, the nation he led, and American Jewry allow this to
happen? There is no simple answer, but Robert Shogan seeks a partial explanation by examining the
behavior of a handful of Jews, so close to Roosevelt and supposedly so influential that they could be
considered "the president's Jews."

Most prestigious was Supreme Court justice Louis D. Brandeis. Next was Felix Frankfurter, Harvard law
professor and later Supreme Court justice. Sam Rosenman, FDR's chief speechwriter from the time he was
governor of New York. Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau was an old Dutchess County neighbor of
Roosevelt's. Benjamin V. Cohen crafted the major financial reforms of the early New Deal. Their actions,
and often inaction, illuminate the strengths and limits of interest-group politics, the system invented by FDR
that dominated American politics for the remainder of the century. Taken broadly, the response of the
president's Jews to the Nazi threat illustrates with heartbreaking intensity the dilemma of politics—the
conflict between conscience and self-interest, between principle and expediency. With 8 pages of black-and-
white photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Prelude to
Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer
in this era. The book untitled Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazismis one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Dorothy Shuler:

The publication untitled Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the
Menace of Nazism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kate Word:

The book untitled Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice examine.

Warren Cruz:

Beside that Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well
as read it from now!
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