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Includes a new foreword on the resignation and legacy of Pope Benedict XVI.

The sudden resignation of Pope Benedict XVI comes as the capstone to a papacy that that shocked some and
delighted others. Pope Benedict was both an ardent intellectual and a driven traditionalist charged with
leading a divided Catholic Church into a new era.

In Pope Benedict XVI, bestselling author Stephen Mansfield tells the story of a youth who grew up in Nazi
Germany and went from being a liberal theologian associated with Vatican II to a theological conservative
who became Pope John Paul’s closest ally. As a cardinal, the outgoing pope pursued a firmly traditional path
in the last quarter century: he excommunicated radical priests, cracked down on Marxist liberation theology
in Latin America, and shaped some of John Paul’s more socially conservative positions. He also drew a line
of distinction between Catholicism and other faiths, promulgating respect for—but not equality among— the
historic religions. To some, Pope Benedict was the ultimate insider whose election ensured that the
revolution of John Paul was rendered permanent in our century.

Mansfield’s portrait of Pope Benedict was validated by recent history: Benedict XVI will be remembered as
the Great Custodian. He sustained the return to tradition marked by John Paul.

Pope Benedict XVI examines its subject specifically from the perspective of a non-Catholic—a committed
Christian without fealty to Rome. Mansfield’s academic depth, his poetic but widely accessible writing style,
and his ability to take complex religious ideas and make them understandable to the nonreligious make his
treatment of Pope Benedict XVI significance for readers of all philosophies and faiths.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Cook:

The book Pope Benedict XVI: His Life and Mission give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Pope
Benedict XVI: His Life and Mission to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a guide Pope Benedict XVI: His Life and Mission. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daniel Carter:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Pope Benedict XVI:
His Life and Mission book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Veronica Shriner:

The e-book with title Pope Benedict XVI: His Life and Mission includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Adam Cuyler:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Pope Benedict XVI: His Life and Mission will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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