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In books, television programs, and films, Jewish men are often depicted as erudite, comedic, malleable, and
non-threatening -- somewhere between Clark Kent and the early Woody Allen. Yet as Warren Rosenberg
shows in this illuminating study, this widespread cultural image is not only overly simplistic, it is at odds
with a legacy of Jewish male violence that goes back to the first chapters of Genesis when Cain slew Abel.

From Biblical depictions of heroic warriors like King David to the medieval Jewish legend of the Golem (a
fierce man of clay created by Cabalistic magic) to the fictional Alexander Portnoy, Jewish ideas of manhood
reflect a simultaneous resistance and attraction to violence. According to Rosenberg, it is an ambivalence
shaped by millennia of oppression as well as by the clash of Western ideas of masculinity with Eastern
European rabbinical injunctions against violent action. The result has been not only gender confusion, but a
suppressed rage evident in a broad range of texts created by Jewish men, from nineteenth-century Yiddish
stories to contemporary Hollywood films. Isaac Babel, Henry Roth, Norman Mailer, Saul Bellow, Philip
Roth, David Mamet, Barry Levinson, and Steven Spielberg are just some of the writers and filmmakers
whose lives and works are marked by this legacy of rage.

Yet if the need to affirm masculinity through violence remains an unacknowledged aspect of Jewish male
identity, Rosenberg argues, it is not a historical inevitability. As the work of Cynthia Ozick and Tony
Kushner suggests, it is possible to construct new ideas of Jewish manhood by exposing the hidden fallacies
of the old.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

This Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence,
and Culture can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jose Bell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Legacy of Rage:
Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Cultureis
the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Joseph Singleton:

The book Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture has a lot of information on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Michael Johnson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture when you required it?
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