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Beyond Grief explores high-style funerary sculptures and their functions during the turn of the twentieth
century. Many scholars have overlooked these monuments, viewing them as mere oddities, a part of an
individual artist's oeuvre, a detail of a patron's biography, or local civic cemetery history. This volume
considers them in terms of their wider context and shifting use as objects of consolation, power, and
multisensory mystery and wonder.

Art historian Cynthia Mills traces the stories of four families who memorialized their losses through
sculpture. Henry Brooks Adams commissioned perhaps the most famous American cemetery monument of
all, the Adams Memorial in Washington, D.C. The bronze figure was designed by Augustus Saint-Gaudens,
who became the nation’s foremost sculptor. Another innovative bronze monument featured the Milmore
brothers, who had worked together as sculptors in the Boston area. Artist Frank Duveneck composed a
recumbent portrait of his wife following her early death in Paris; in Rome, the aging William Wetmore Story
made an angel of grief his last work as a symbol of his sheer desolation after his wife’s death.

Through these incredible monuments Mills explores questions like: Why did new forms--many of them now
produced in bronze rather than stone and placed in architectural settings--arise just at this time, and how did
they mesh or clash with the sensibilities of their era? Why was there a gap between the intention of these
elite patrons and artists, whose lives were often intertwined in a closed circle, and the way some public
audiences received them through the filter of the mass media? Beyond Grief traces the monuments' creation,
influence, and reception in the hope that they will help us to understand the larger story: how survivors used
cemetery memorials as a vehicle to mourn and remember, and how their meaning changed over time.
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From reader reviews:

Marlyn Melia:

The book Beyond Grief: Sculpture and Wonder in the Gilded Age Cemetery can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Beyond Grief:
Sculpture and Wonder in the Gilded Age Cemetery? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Beyond Grief: Sculpture and Wonder in the Gilded Age Cemetery has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Etsuko Siler:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Beyond Grief: Sculpture and Wonder in the Gilded Age Cemetery, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Danica Johnson:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Beyond Grief: Sculpture and Wonder in the
Gilded Age Cemetery is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Edward Davidson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Beyond Grief:
Sculpture and Wonder in the Gilded Age Cemetery which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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