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A striking look at the death rituals of an indigenous community in North America.

Powerful and beautifully written, thisis the story of the Isthmus Zapotecs of southern Mexico and their
unbroken chain of ancestors and collective memory over the generations. Mortuary beliefs and actions are
collective and pervasive in ways not seen in the United States, a resonant deep structure across many
domains of Zapotec culture.

Anthropologist Anya Peterson Royce draws upon forty years of participant research in the city of Juchitan to
offer afinely textured portrait of the vibrant and enduring power of death in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec of
Mexico. Focusing especially on the lives of Zapotec women, Becoming an Ancestor highlights the aesthetic
sensibility and durability of mortuary traditionsin the past and present. An intricate blending of Roman
Catholicism and indigenous spiritual tradition, death through beliefs and practices expresses a collective
solidarity that connects families, binds the living and dead, and blurs the past and present.

A model of ethnographic research and presentation, Becoming an Ancestor not only reveals the luminescent
heart of Zapotec culture but also provides important clues about the cultural power and potentia of mortuary
traditions for all societies.

“...[a] well-written anthropological study ... The author’s attention to the aesthetic quality of the death-
related customs and the inclusion of numerous photographs and el oquent poems by local authors enhance her
book.” — CHOICE

Anya Peterson Royce is Chancellor’ s Professor of Anthropology and of Comparative Literature at Indiana

University Bloomington. Her books include Anthropology of the Performing Arts: Artistry, Virtuosity, and
Interpretation in a Cross-Cultural Perspective and The Anthropology of Dance.
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From reader reviews:
Eleanor Y oo:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or theitem for al peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and a so important the book Becoming an
Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death. All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can
look for the internet methods or other social media

Todd Goff:

Here thing why this specific Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining abook is good nevertheless it dependsin the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way
of Death giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there isno
publication that similar with Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Becoming
an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death in e-book can be your substitute.

Mabel M addux:

This Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Becoming an Ancestor: The Isthmus Zapotec Way of Death in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, info in it isnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?

Damian Woodwar d:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually Becoming an Ancestor: The I sthmus Zapotec Way of
Death. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious



person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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