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Rabert J. Alexander traces organized labor from its origins in colonial Cuba, examining its evolution under
the Republic, noting the successive political forces within it and the development of collective bargaining,
culminating after 1959 in its transformation into a Stalin-model labor movement. In Castro's Cuba, organized
labor has been subordinate to the Party and government and has been converted into a movement to control
the workers and stimulate production and productivity instead of being a movement to defend the interests
and desires of the workers.

Starting with the organization of tobacco workers and afew other groupsin the last years of Spanish colonial
rule, Robert J. Alexander traces the growth of the labor movement during the early decades of the republic,
noting particularly the influence of three political tendencies. anarchosyndicalists, Marxists, and
independents. He examines the generally unfavorabl e attitudes of early republican governments to the labor
movement, and he discusses the first central labor body, the CNOC, which was at first under anarchist
influence, and soon captured by the Communists. The role of the CNOC vis-&-Vvis the Machado dictatorship,
including the deal with Machado in 1933 is also discussed. Alexander then looks at the unions during the
short Grau San Martine nationalist regime of 1933 and the near-destruction of organized labor by the Batista
dictatorship of 1934-1937; the revival of the labor movement after the 1937 deal of the Communists with
Batista and the establishment of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de Cuba, as well as the struggles for
power within it, resulting in asplit in the CTC in 1947, with the dominance of the Autentico-party controlled
group. During this period regular collective bargaining became more or less the rule. He then describes the
deterioration of the Confederacion of Trabajadores de Cuba under the Batista dictatorship of 1952-1959.
Alexander ends with a description of organized labor during the Castro regime: the early attempt of
revolutionary trade unionists to establish an independent labor movement, followed by the Castro
government's seizure of control of the CTC and its unions, and the conversion of the Cuban |abor movement
into one patterned after the Stalinist model of a movement designed to stimulate production and
productivity—under government control—instead of defending the rights and interests of the unions
members.

Based on an extensive review of Cuban materials aswell as Alexander's numerous interviews,
correspondence, and conversations with key figures from the late 1940s onward, thisis the most
comprehensive English-language examination of organized labor in Cuba ever written. Essential reading for
all scholars and students of Cuban and Latin American labor and economic affairs as well asimportant to
political scientists and historians of the region.
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From reader reviews:
John Solorio:

This book untitled A History of Organized Labor in Cubato be one of several books that best seller in this
year, hereis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy that
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Glenn Hancock:

The actual book A History of Organized Labor in Cuba has alot details on it. So when you read this book
you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

AndriaMiguel:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A History of
Organized Labor in Cubawhich is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

ChrisMcCrege

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and A History of Organized Labor in Cuba or
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A History of
Organized Labor in Cubato make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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