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"The beginning of this tale of bygone days in Odessa dates to the dawn of the twentieth century. At that time
we used to refer to the first years of this period as the 'springtime,' meaning a social and political awakening.
For my generation, these years also coincided with our own personal springtime, in the sense that we were
all in our youthful twenties. And both of these springtimes, as well as the image of our carefree Black Sea
capital with acacias growing along its steep banks, are interwoven in my memory with the story of one
family in which there were five children: Marusya, Marko, Lika, Serezha, and Torik."—from The Five

The Five is an captivating novel of the decadent fin-de-siècle written by Vladimir Jabotinsky (1880–1940), a
controversial leader in the Zionist movement whose literary talents, until now, have largely gone
unrecognized by Western readers. The author deftly paints a picture of Russia's decay and decline—a world
permeated with sexuality, mystery, and intrigue. Michael R. Katz has crafted the first English-language
translation of this important novel, which was written in Russian in 1935 and published a year later in Paris
under the title Pyatero.

The book is Jabotinsky's elegaic paean to the Odessa of his youth, a place that no longer exists. It tells the
story of an upper-middle-class Jewish family, the Milgroms, at the turn of the century. It follows five
siblings as they change, mature, and come to accept their places in a rapidly evolving world. With flashes of
humor, Jabotinsky captures the ferment of the time as reflected in political, social, artistic, and spiritual
developments. He depicts with nostalgia the excitement of life in old Odessa and comments poignantly on
the failure of the dream of Jewish assimilation within the Russian empire.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stricklin:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-
of-the-Century Odessa book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rebecca Kendrick:

This book untitled The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Kelly Brooks:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa.

Leslie James:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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