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From the minute it opened—on Christmas Day in 1865—it was Chicago’s must-see tourist attraction,
drawing more than half a million visitors each year. Families, visiting dignitaries, even school groups all
made trips to the South Side to tour the Union Stock Yard. There they got a firsthand look at the city’s
industrial prowess as they witnessed cattle, hogs, and sheep disassembled with breathtaking efficiency. At
their height, the kill floors employed 50,000 workers and processed six hundred animals an hour, an
astonishing spectacle of industrialized death.

Slaughterhouse tells the story of the Union Stock Yard, chronicling the rise and fall of an industrial district
that, for better or worse, served as the public face of Chicago for decades. Dominic A. Pacyga is a guide like
no other—he grew up in the shadow of the stockyards, spent summers in their hog house and cattle yards,
and maintains a long-standing connection with the working-class neighborhoods around them. Pacyga takes
readers through the packinghouses as only an insider can, covering the rough and toxic life inside the plants
and their lasting effects on the world outside. He shows how the yards shaped the surrounding
neighborhoods and controlled the livelihoods of thousands of families. He looks at the Union Stock Yard's
political and economic power and its sometimes volatile role in the city’s race and labor relations. And he
traces its decades of mechanized innovations, which introduced millions of consumers across the country to
an industrialized food system.

Although the Union Stock Yard closed in 1971, the story doesn’t end there. Pacyga takes readers to present
day, showing how the manufacturing spirit lives on. Ironically, today the site of the legendary “stockyard
stench” is now home to some of Chicago’s most successful green agriculture companies.

Marking the 150th anniversary of the opening of the stockyards, Slaughterhouse is an engrossing story of
one of the most important—and deadliest—square miles in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It
Made ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and
the World It Made is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
all the book Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It Made. You never experience lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

James Ponce:

Here thing why that Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It Made are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It
Made giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
book that similar with Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It Made. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It Made in e-book can be your alternative.

Patricia Clay:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It Made
was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Tessa Krieger:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the
World It Made was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Slaughterhouse: Chicago's Union Stock Yard and the World It Made has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel



happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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