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Each day thousands of revelers trudge down DuVal Street in Florida’s Key West, but few know for whom
the street is named. In Florida Founder William P. DuVal, James M. Denham provides the first full-length
biography of the well-connected, but nearly forgotten frontier politician of antebellum America. The scion of
a well-to-do Richmond, Virginia, family, William Pope DuVal (1784–1854) migrated to the Kentucky
frontier as a youth in 1800. Settling in Bardstown, DuVal read law, served in Congress, and fought in the
War of 1812.

In 1822, largely because of the influence of his lifelong friend John C. Calhoun, President James Monroe
appointed DuVal the first civil governor of the newly acquired Territory of Florida. Enjoying successive
appointments from the Adams and Jackson administrations, DuVal founded Tallahassee and presided over
the territory’s first twelve territorial legislative sessions, years that witnessed Middle Florida’s development
into one of the Old Southwest’s most prosperous slave-based economies. Beginning with his personal
confrontation with Miccosukee chief Neamathla in 1824 (an episode commemorated by Washington Irving),
DuVal worked closely with Washington officials and oversaw the initial negotiations with the Seminoles.

A perennial political appointee, DuVal was closely linked to national and territorial politics in antebellum
America. Like other “Calhounites” who supported Andrew Jackson’s rise to the White House, DuVal
became a casualty of the Peggy Eaton Affair and the Nullification Crisis. In fact he was replaced as Florida
governor by Mrs. Eaton’s husband, John Eaton. After leaving the governor’s chair, DuVal migrated to
Kentucky, lent his efforts to the cause of Texas Independence, and eventually returned to practice law and
local politics in Florida. Throughout his career DuVal cultivated the arts of oratory and story-telling—skills
essential to success in the courtrooms and free-for-all politics of the American South. Part frontiersman and
part sophisticate, DuVal was at home in the wilds of Kentucky, Florida, Texas, and Washington City. He
delighted in telling tall tales, jests, and anecdotes that epitomized America’s expansive, democratic vistas.
Among those captivated by DuVal’s life and yarns were Washington Irving, who used DuVal’s tall tales as
inspiration for his “The Early Experiences of Ralph Ringwood,” and James Kirke Paulding, whose “Nimrod
Wildfire” shared Du Val’s brashness and bonhommie.
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From reader reviews:

William Roger:

This Florida Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Florida Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant without we comprehend teach
the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Florida
Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Florida Founder
William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Short:

The e-book with title Florida Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant has a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Brenda Moulton:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve.
The book Florida Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

William Henderson:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Florida Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon
Vivant. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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