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“American Visa is beautifully written, atmospheric, and stylish in the manner of Chandler . . . a smart, exotic
crime fiction offering.”—George Pelecanos, author of The Night Gardener

"American Visa is a stunning literary achievement. It is insightful and poignant, a book every thoughtful
American should read, and once read, read again."—William Heffernan, Edgar Award-winning author of
The Corsican

"In his search for an American visa, the high school teacher in this novel embodies the dreams and
aspirations of many would-be immigrants south of the border. This is a thriller with a social conscience, a
contemporary noir with lots of humor and flair. The streets of La Paz have never looked so alive. This is one
of the best Latin American novels of the last fifteen years." —Edmundo Paz-Soldan, author of Turing's
Delirium

"Mario Alvarez is tremendous, an everyman desperate to escape Bolivia's despair who can't elude his own
tricks of self-sabotage. At a time when the debate around U.S. immigration reduces many people around the
world to caricatures, this singular and provocative portrait of the issue will connect with readers of all
political stripes." —Arthur Nersesian, author of Suicide Casanova

Armed with fake papers, a handful of gold nuggets, and a snazzy custom-made suit, an unemployed
schoolteacher with a singular passion for detective fiction sets out from small-town Bolivia on a desperate
quest for an American visa, his best hope for escaping his painful past and reuniting with his grown son in
Miami.

Mario Alvarez's dream of emigration takes a tragicomic twist on the rough streets of La Paz, Bolivia's seat of
government. Alvarez embarks on a series of Kafkaesque adventures, crossing paths with a colorful cast of
hustlers, social outcasts, and crooked politicians—and initiating a romance with a straight-shooting prostitute
named Blanca. Spurred on by his detective fantasies and his own tribulations, he hatches a plan to rob a
wealthy gold dealer, a decision that draws him into a web of high-society corruption but also brings him
closer than ever to obtaining his ticket to paradise.

Juan de Recacoechea was born in La Paz, Bolivia, and worked as a journalist in Europe for almost twenty
years. After returning to his native country, he helped found Bolivia's first state-run television network,
served as its general manager, and dedicated himself to fiction writing. Recacoechea is the author of seven
novels. American Visa is his first novel to be translated into English.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

This book untitled American Visa to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Gwen Dawes:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love American Visa, you can enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Elaine Davenport:

This American Visa is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little digest in reading this American Visa can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

James Sweeney:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book American Visa to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and
studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the
guide American Visa can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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