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In 1921, Ben Hecht wrote a column for the Chicago Daily News that his editor called “journalism
extraordinary; journalism that invaded the realm of literature.” Hecht’s collection of sixty-four of these
pieces, illustrated with striking pen drawings by Herman Rosse, is a timeless caricature of urban American
life in the jazz age, updated with a new Introduction for the twenty-first century. From the glittering opulence
of Michigan Avenue to the darkest ruminations of an escaped convict, from captains of industry to
immigrant day laborers, Hecht captures 1920s Chicago in all its furor, intensity, and absurdity.

“The columns in 1,001 Afternoons in Chicago are scruffy time capsules of an earlier Chicago, an era that is
long gone but still recognizable to readers' imaginations. Michigan Avenue, Lake Michigan, street names
such as Dearborn and Adams and LaSalle and Wabansia, places such as the Art Institute of Chicago—they're
all here, sprinkled amid Hecht's nervous little haikus of urban life. He calls Chicago ‘a razzle-dazzle of
dreams, tragedies, fantasies,’ and his tales capture gorgeous scraps of it, vivid vignettes starring businessmen
and hobos and cops and socialites and janitors. . . . Thanks to Hecht, the Chicago of 1922 and the Chicago of
2009 bump into each other, shake hands, exchange greetings. Then, this being Chicago, they go for a drink
and talk about old times. New ones too.”—Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune

“The hardboiled audacity and wit that became Hecht’s signature as Hollywood’s most celebrated screen-
writer are conspicuous in these vignettes. Most of them are comic and sardonic, some strike muted tragic or
somber atmospheric notes. . . . The best are timeless character sketches that have taken on an added interest
as shards of social history.”—L. S. Klepp, Voice Literary Supplement
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From reader reviews:

William Boehme:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Freddie Straughter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Thousand and One Afternoons in
Chicago which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Michael Medellin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Thousand and One Afternoons in
Chicago has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading this.

Jerry Bell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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