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For half a century, the United States has treated Cuba and Hawai'i as polar opposites: despised nation and
beloved state. But for more than a century before the Cuban revolution and Hawaiian statehood of 1959,
Cuba and Hawai'i figured as twin objects of U.S. imperial desire and as possessions whose tropical island
locales might support all manner of fantasy fulfillment—cultural, financial, and geopolitical.

Using travel and tourism as sites where the pleasures of imperialism met the politics of empire, Christine
Skwiot untangles the histories of Cuba and Hawai'i as integral parts of the Union and keys to U.S. global
power, as occupied territories with violent pasts, and as fantasy islands ripe with seduction and reward.
Grounded in a wide array of primary materials that range from government sources and tourist industry
records to promotional items and travel narratives, The Purposes of Paradise explores the ways travel and
tourism shaped U.S. imperialism in Cuba and Hawai'i. More broadly, Skwiot's comparative approach
underscores continuity, as well as change, in U.S. imperial thought and practice across the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and across the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Comparing the relationships of Cuba and
Hawai'i with the United States, Skwiot argues, offers a way to revisit assumptions about formal versus
informal empire, territorial versus commercial imperialism, and direct versus indirect rule.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Marcum:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this The Purposes of Paradise: U.S. Tourism and Empire in Cuba and Hawai'i, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a e-book.

Charlotte Gambrel:

The Purposes of Paradise: U.S. Tourism and Empire in Cuba and Hawai'i can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Purposes of Paradise: U.S. Tourism and Empire in Cuba and Hawai'i however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among
it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Margaret Garcia:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top collection in your
reading list is actually The Purposes of Paradise: U.S. Tourism and Empire in Cuba and Hawai'i. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way
up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Christopher Decker:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the The Purposes of Paradise: U.S. Tourism and Empire in Cuba and
Hawai'i when you required it?
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