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Starting as early as 1939, disparate Jewish underground movements coalesced around the shared goal of
liberating Poland from Nazi occupation. For the next six years, separately and in concert, they waged a
heroic war of resistance against Hitler’s war machine that culminated in the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. In
Isaac’s Army, Matthew Brzezinski delivers the first-ever comprehensive narrative account of that struggle,
following a group of dedicated young Jews—some barely out of their teens—whose individual acts of
defiance helped rewrite the ending of World War II.
 
Based on first-person accounts from diaries, interviews, and surviving relatives, Isaac’s Army chronicles the
extraordinary triumphs and devastating setbacks that befell the Jewish underground from its earliest acts of
defiance in 1939 to the exodus to Palestine in 1946. This is the remarkable true story of the Jewish resistance
from the perspective of those who led it: Isaac Zuckerman, the confident and charismatic twenty-four-year-
old founder of the Jewish Fighting Organization; Simha Ratheiser, Isaac’s fifteen-year-old bodyguard, whose
boyish good looks and seeming immunity to danger made him an ideal courier; and Zivia Lubetkin, the
warrior queen of the underground who, upon hearing the first intimations of the Holocaust, declared: “We
are going to defend ourselves.” Joined by allies on the left and right, they survived Gestapo torture chambers,
smuggled arms, ran covert printing presses, opened illegal schools, robbed banks, executed collaborators,
and fought in the two largest rebellions of the war.
 
Hunted by the Germans and bedeviled by the “Greasers”—roving bands of blackmailers who routinely
turned in resistance fighters for profit—the movement was chronically short on firepower but long on
ingenuity. Its members hatched plots in dank basements, never more than a door knock away from summary
execution, and slogged through fetid sewers to escape the burning Ghetto to the forests surrounding the city.
And after the initial uprising was ruthlessly put down by the SS, they gambled everything on a bold plan for
a citywide revolt—of both Jews and Gentiles—that could end only in victory or total destruction. The money
they raised helped thousands hide when the Ghetto was liquidated. The documents they forged offered
lifelines to families desperate to escape the horror of the Holocaust. And when the war was over, they helped
found the state of Israel.
 
A story of secret alliances, internal rivalries, and undying commitment to a cause, Isaac’s Army is history at
its most heart-wrenching. Driven by an unforgettable cast of characters, it’s a true-life tale with the pulse of a
great novel, and a celebration of the indomitable spirit of resistance.

Advance praise for Isaac’s Army
 
“Told with care and compassion, Matthew Brzezinski’s Isaac’s Army is a riveting account of the Jewish
resistance in wartime Poland. This is an intense story that transcends the horror of the time and finds real
inspiration in the bravery of those who fought back—some of whom lived to tell their stories. Highly
recommended.”—Alan Furst, author of Mission to Paris
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From reader reviews:

Jose Banks:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and Survival in Nazi-
Occupied Poland. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important a book Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and Survival in Nazi-Occupied Poland. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's read.

Ella Woods:

This Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and Survival in Nazi-Occupied Poland book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and Survival in Nazi-
Occupied Poland without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and Survival in
Nazi-Occupied Poland can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage
and Survival in Nazi-Occupied Poland having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Clarice Stephens:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and
Survival in Nazi-Occupied Poland is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Larry Pulido:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Isaac's Army: A
Story of Courage and Survival in Nazi-Occupied Poland suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Isaac's Army: A Story of Courage and Survival in
Nazi-Occupied Polandis one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.



The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.
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