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Departing from both the utopian-political and the romantic-baroque styles of past Cuban literature, Ponte
deftly sketches a picture of a contemporary Cuba that is very different from the stereotype of Caribbean life,
full of music and dance and colorful celebration. An old man and a six-year-old prodigy have a rendezvous
to play chess at a forlorn railroad station. Randomly riding trains, a woman keeps company with a strange
assembly of men. An unemployed historian falls in love with an enigmatic astrologer, and the two live out
their tragedy in the streets of Havana as homeless vagrants. A father and son take an aimless stroll after
lunch to see the whores along the Malecón, Havana's seaside promenade. A young man, one of the last
Cuban students to go to the Soviet Union on a foreign-study program, returns to Havana, where he explores
his identity-looking at childhood photos with his grandfather, spending time with old friends, and
obsessively seeking news of a woman he had known and loved in Russia. In a style both lucid and
translucent, Ponte shapes intricate stories of self-discovery and metaphysical revelation in spare and allusive
prose.

About the Authors

Antonio José Ponte was born in 1964 in Matanzas, Cuba, and studied at the University of Havana. He
worked for some years as an engineer, and then as a screenwriter. In addition to writing short stories and
fiction, Ponte has published prize-winning collections of poetry and essays. His work has been published in
France, Germany, and Spain. This is his first book to be published in the United States.

Cola Franzen is the translator of over twenty books, including Poems of Arab Andalusia, Dreams of the
Abandoned Seducer by Alicia Borinsky, and Horses in the Air by Jorge Guillén (recipient of the Academy of
American Poets Harold Morton Landon Translation Award 2000).

Review

"In his first book to be published in the U.S., Ponte gives readers a short collection of six elliptical stories
from inside the Cuban revolutionary experience, closer in spirit to the fiction of Eastern European dissidents
than to that of Caribbean fabulists, unlike exiled writers who see the island as either a mythical homeland or
a political cause.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book In the Cold of the Malecon and Other Stories. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book In the Cold of the Malecon and Other Stories. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Fred Ashman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this In the Cold of the Malecon and Other
Stories book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Matthew White:

The guide with title In the Cold of the Malecon and Other Stories contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Wanda Collins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This In the Cold of the Malecon and Other Stories
can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have In the Cold of the Malecon and
Other Stories.
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