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The importance of complexity is well-captured by Hawking's comment: "Complexity is the science of the
21st century". From the movement of flocks of birds to the Internet, environmental sustainability, and market
regulation, the study and understanding of complex non-linear systems has become highly influential over
the last 30 years.

In this Very Short Introduction, one of the leading figures in the field, John Holland, introduces the key
elements and conceptual framework of complexity. From complex physical systems such as fluid flow and
the difficulties of predicting weather, to complex adaptive systems such as the highly diverse and
interdependent ecosystems of rainforests, he combines simple, well-known examples — Adam Smith's pin
factory, Darwin's comet orchid, and Simon's 'watchmaker' — with an account of
the approaches, involving agents and urn models, taken by complexity theory.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

The book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Stacey Thompson:

Typically the book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will bring you to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Ricardo Hempel:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of their time.
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