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With the insights she has gleaned from her close and subtle observation of parent-teacher conferences,
renowned Harvard University professor Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot has written a wise, useful book about the
ways in which parents and teachers can make the most of their essential conversation—the dialogue between
the most vital people in a child’s life.

“The essential conversation” is the crucial exchange that occurs between parents and teachers—a dialogue
that takes place more than one hundred million times a year across our country and is both mirror of and
metaphor for the larger cultural forces that define family-school relationships and shape the development of
our children. Participating in this twice-yearly ritual, so friendly and benign in its apparent goals, parents and
teachers are often wracked with anxiety. In a meeting marked by decorum and politeness, they frequently
exhibit wariness and assume defensive postures. Even though the conversation appears to be focused on the
student, adults may find themselves playing out their own childhood histories, insecurities, and fears.

Through vivid portraits and parables, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot captures the dynamics of this complex,
intense relationship from the perspective of both parents and teachers. She also identifies new principles and
practices for improving family-school relationships. In a voice that combines the passion of a mother, the
skepticism of a social scientist, and the keen understanding of one of our nation’s most admired educators,
Lawrence-Lightfoot offers penetrating analysis and an urgent call to arms for all those who want to act in the
best interests of their children.

For parents and teachers who seek productive dialogues and collaborative alliances in support of the learning
and growth of their children, this book will offer valuable insights, incisive lessons, and deft guidance on
how to communicate more effectively. In The Essential Conversation, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot brings
scholarship, warmth, and wisdom to an immensely important cultural subject—the way we raise our
children.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Evans:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers
Can Learn from Each Other. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important any book The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn
from Each Other. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gail Beattie:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Essential
Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Harold Morris:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Joel Padilla:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important to suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other can make you experience more interested to read.
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