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 America’s First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC’s Stockton Helffrichis a unique examination of early
television censorship, centered around the papers of Stockton Helffrich, the first manager of the censorship
department at NBC. Set against the backdrop of postwar America and contextualized by myriad primary
sources including original interviews and unpublished material, Helffrich’s reports illustrate how early
censorship of advertising, language, and depictions of sex, violence, and race shaped the new medium.  

            While other books have cited Helffrich’s reports, none have considered them as a body of work,
complemented by the details of Helffrich’s life and the era in which he lived. America’s First Network TV
Censor explores the ways in which Helffrich’s personal history and social class influenced his perception of
his role as NBC-TV censor and his tendency to ignore certain political and cultural taboos while embracing
others.

Author Robert Pondillo considers Helffrich’s life in broadcasting before and after the Second World War,
and his censorial work in the context of 1950s American culture and emerging network television. Pondillo
discusses the ways that cultural phenomena, including the arrival of the mid-twentieth-century religious
boom, McCarthyism, the dawn of the Civil Rights era, and the social upheaval over sex, music, and youth,
contributed to a general sense that the country was morally adrift and ripe for communist takeover.

Five often-censored subjects—advertising, language, and depictions of sex, violence, and race—are explored
in detail, exposing the surprising complexity and nuance of early media censorship. Questions of whether too
many sadistic westerns would coarsen America’s children, how to talk about homosexuality without using
the word “homosexuality,” and how best to advertise toilet paper without offending people were on
Helffrich’s mind; his answers to these questions helped shape the broadcast media we know today.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Here thing why this particular America's First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC's Stockton Helffrich
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. America's First Network TV Censor: The
Work of NBC's Stockton Helffrich giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no guide that similar with America's First Network TV Censor: The Work of
NBC's Stockton Helffrich. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of America's First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC's Stockton
Helffrich in e-book can be your option.

Vicky Moore:

America's First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC's Stockton Helffrich can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing America's First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC's Stockton Helffrich however doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Carla Heyward:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this America's First Network TV Censor: The
Work of NBC's Stockton Helffrich e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism America's
First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC's Stockton Helffrich as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Anne Simons:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually America's First Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC's



Stockton Helffrich. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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