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In this history of aural culture in early-twentieth-century America, Emily Thompson charts dramatic
transformations in what people heard and how they listened. What they heard was a new kind of sound that
was the product of modern technology. They listened as newly critical consumers of aural commodities. By
examining the technologies that produced this sound, as well as the culture that enthusiastically consumed it,
Thompson recovers a lost dimension of the Machine Age and deepens our understanding of the experience
of change that characterized the era.Reverberation equations, sound meters, microphones, and acoustical tiles
were deployed in places as varied as Boston's Symphony Hall, New York's office skyscrapers, and the
soundstages of Hollywood. The control provided by these technologies, however, was applied in ways that
denied the particularity of place, and the diverse spaces of modern America began to sound alike as a
universal new sound predominated. Although this sound--clear, direct, efficient, and nonreverberant--had
little to say about the physical spaces in which it was produced, it speaks volumes about the culture that
created it. By listening to it, Thompson constructs a compelling new account of the experience of modernity
in America.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Allen:

The book The Soundscape of Modernity: Architectural Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in America,
1900-1933 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Soundscape of Modernity: Architectural
Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in America, 1900-1933? Several of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book The Soundscape of Modernity: Architectural Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in
America, 1900-1933 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Neil Myers:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Soundscape of Modernity:
Architectural Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in America, 1900-1933 book as this book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Kaye Hensley:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Soundscape of
Modernity: Architectural Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in America, 1900-1933 suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Soundscape of Modernity:
Architectural Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in America, 1900-1933is a single of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Gabriel Badger:

The reserve with title The Soundscape of Modernity: Architectural Acoustics and the Culture of Listening in
America, 1900-1933 contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the



improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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