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John F. Hoffecker explores the origin and growth of the mind, drawing on information from the human fossil
record, archaeology, and history. Hoffecker argues that, as an indirect result of bipedal locomotion, early
humans developed a feedback relationship among their hands, brains, and tools, evolving the capacity to
externalize thoughts in the form of shaped stone objects. When anatomically modern humans evolved a
parallel capacity to externalize thought as symbolic language, individual brains within social groups were
integrated into a neocortical internet, or super-brain, thus giving birth to the mind. Noting that
archaeological traces of symbolism coincide with evidence for the ability to generate novel technology,
Hoffecker contends that human creativity, as well as higher-order consciousness, is a product of the
collective super-brain.

Hoffecker equates the subsequent growth of the mind with human history, which began in Africa more than
50,000 years ago. As anatomically modern humans spread across the globe, adapting to a variety of climates
and habitats, they redesigned themselves technologically and developed alternative realities via toolmaking,
tool use, and artistic expression. Hoffecker connects the rise of civilization to a hierarchical reorganization of
the super-brain, triggered by explosive population growth. According to him, subsequent history reflects the
varying degrees to which rigid hierarchies of states and empires suppressed the creative powers of the mind,
constraining the further accumulation of knowledge. The modern world emerged from the fragments of a
collapsed empire after 1200 AD. In the final chapter, Hoffecker speculates on the possibility of artificial
intelligence and a mind without biology.
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archeology
of Thought.

Lou Morton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Landscape of the Mind:
Human Evolution and the Archeology of Thought. All type of book could you see on many options. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Karen Baskin:

This book untitled Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archeology of Thought to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Cassandra Giron:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Landscape of the Mind: Human
Evolution and the Archeology of Thought, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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